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You are not required to bring documents to the fair, but if you want the best results, we recom-
mend students (especially seniors) bring multiple copies of the documents listed below. You can
bring unofficial copies of documents for the fair. Most colleges will eventually require you to send
official copies at a later date if you decide to consider their school. Remember to also Dress for
Success.

« Unofficial High School Transcripts

« ACT/SAT Scores

« Essay About Why You Want to Attend College
« Two Letters of Recommendations (if available)
* Resume

Essay Guidelines

Your essay should be only one page (single space) with the purpose to give the college
representative a quick overview of your college goals. Write a paragraph or two about your interests
and what you think you would like to study in college as well as your career goals. If you are
undecided, that is fine. But tell them about your interests. If needed, write an additional paragraph
about any personal information that you think you should share with the college representative. For
example, if your grades were low your freshman and sophomore year, tell them why. If you were not
able to participate in extracurricular activities because you had to take care of younger siblings or
work of job, share that information. If you overcame any challenges like many moves or health prob-
lems, you can share that information too.

Letters of Recommendation (if available)

Colleges will generally require to have letters of recommendations submitted directly to their school
from the person writing it for you. Most high schools do not permit teachers and counselors to give
letters directly to students so don't worry if they say they cannot give you one to bring to the fair.
However, if you have letters from coaches, employers, ministers, or volunteer supervisors, bring
copies to share.
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Resume Your resume should include your contact information as well as:

« Academic Achievements and Honors - list classes where you received your highest grades,
include making the honor roll, earning a high class rank, passing advanced courses, etc.

« School Activities and Honors — examples include joining school clubs, participating in varsity
sports, joining clubs that help your local community, writing for the school newspaper or

yearbook, participating in academic competitions.

« Leadership Positions - were you a class officer, club leader, yearbook editor, school

newspaper editor, or sports team captain?

« Community and Church Activities (volunteer work) - examples include tutoring elementary

school students, helping senior citizens, neighborhood cleaning projects, helping at events,



